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RUTGERS WEEKLY FORECAST

Agricultural Weather Advisory for New Jersey and Southeastern Pennsylvania
Issued by Rutgers University New Brunswick NJ

7 am EDT Monday September 23, 2002

Rainfall amounts, none through Tuesday.

Winds for spraying, northwest then north 10 to 15 mph today, north 5 to 10 mph
tonight, north 5 to 10 mph Tuesday.

Relative humidity in percent,  40 to 50 today, 90 to 100 tonight, 40 to 50 Tuesday.

Dew points, low to mid 50s through Tuesday.

Drying conditions, becoming good today, good Tuesday.

Frost freeze or dew, moderate dew tonight, heavy dew Tuesday night.

Percent of possible sunshine, 60 today, 90 Tuesday.

There is a 10 percent probability of precipitation during the 12 hour period beginning
at 8 am and ending at 8 pm that could adversely affect the performance of pesticides
that require a rain free period after application.

Late season hay cutting will be generally good through Wednesday with little threat
of rain before Thursday.

Estimated soil moisture in percent of field capacity continues to decrease and is well
below 50 percent in most southern locations. Soil moisture will not see any
improvement before Thursday.

Conditions will be unfavorable for cranberry scald today and Tuesday.

The latest 8 to 14 day outlook for the period September 30, 2002 to October 6, 2002
is calling for temperatures to average below normal and precipitation to total below
normal.
Climate summary for the week ending 8am   09/23/02

Temperatures averaged much above normal.  Extremes were 87 degrees at several
locations on September 22, 2002 and 46 degrees at Charlotteburg on September 19,
2002.

Weekly rainfall averaged 0.05 inches north, 0.02 inches central, and 0.17 inches
south.  The heaviest 24 hour total reported was 0.39 inches at Piney Hollow on
September 16, 2002 to September 17, 2002.

Estimated soil moisture, in percent of field capacity, this past week averaged 90
percent north, 60 percent central, and 47 percent south.

Four inch soil temperatures averaged 67 degrees north, 69 degrees central, and 71
degrees south.

WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING 8 AM MONDAY 09/23/02

Weather
Stations

Rainfall Temperatures Growing Degree
Days 1/

Soil
Moisture

2/
Last 
Week

Since March 1 Last Week
Total Dept.* Max. Min. Avg. Dept.* Total Dept.*

- Inches - - Degrees - - Base 50°F -
NORTH

Belvidere Bridge .07 24.99 -2.52 84 51 70 9 3103 564 77
Canoe Brook .00 28.27 -.63 87 53 71 10 3242 691 83
Charlotteburg .26 25.88 -3.31 83 46 65 6 2661 637 84
Flemington .00 27.61 -.01 85 50 69 7 3108 493 86
Long Valley .00 22.34 -7.54 78 48 65 6 2532 291 82
Newton .00 24.10 -2.78 82 50 68 9 2867 588 81

CENTRAL
Freehold .02 24.57 -2.26 87 54 71 8 3382 604 63
Long Branch .04 27.01 -.16 86 54 69 5 3105 383 37
New Brunswick .00 26.35 -.92 86 53 71 8 3250 339 73
Pemberton DATA NOT AVAILABLE
Toms River .02 28.03 .25 84 52 69 5 3269 541 36
Trenton .01 24.03 -1.78 85 54 71 7 3334 308 53

SOUTH
A.C. Marina .03 20.83 -2.31 84 63 73 8 3449 667 31
Cape May C.H. .25 23.15 -.94 83 57 71 4 3521 762 40
Downstown .39 23.78 -1.50 85 51 71 6 3363 323 43
Glassboro .00 20.67 -5.90 87 57 73 8 3697 689 35
Hammonton .32 23.46 -3.08 86 51 70 6 3358 343 32
Pomona .23 23.66 -.45 83 53 70 7 3333 521 49
Seabrook .00 25.02 .68 87 60 74 9 3749 689 39
South Harrison .08 22.50 -3.42 86 57 73 NA 3586 N/A N/A

*Departure from normal.
1/ Growing degree days since March 1, total and departure from normal or long term average.
2/ Estimated soil moisture as % of field capacity based on climate data.



AGRICULTURE
Clear skies and fair weather allowed farmers to make good progress harvesting summer vegetables, combining corn, and baling hay.
However, two weeks without significant rainfall have caused soil moisture levels to decline across the state.  Producers remain
concerned over the effect that continued dry weather may have on the growth and development of fall small grain, vegetable and
cover crops.  Days suitable for field work averaged 6.5.  Top soil moisture was rated 25% very short, 70% short, and 5% adequate.
Field corn harvest continued, with producers reporting extensive wildlife damage in some fields.   Livestock producers reported milk
production remained steady due to cooler weather.  Sweet corn, tomato, and pepper harvest was winding down in most localities.
Vegetable producers reported improved crop condition in some pepper fields due to cooler weather.  Producers reported that sweet
potato harvest should begin in the next few weeks.  Pumpkin harvest continued, with producers reporting uneven ripening in some
fields.  Dry weather and pollination problems during the summer may cause some pumpkin producers to end harvest earlier than
normal.  Apple harvest continued, with crop condition rated mostly fair.  Producers reported yields for some apple varieties will be
short due to damage from the spring frost.  Grape harvest was underway in some areas, with crop conditions rated mostly fair to
good.  Some producers reported lower than expected yields due to the drought.  White cranberry harvest was winding down in most
areas.  Producers expect to begin harvesting red cranberries in the next few weeks.

SOIL MOISTURE TABLE                                            RANGE AND PASTURE
THIS

 WEEK
LAST 
WEEK

PREVIOUS
YEAR CURRENT

PREVIOUS
WEEK

PREVIOUS
YEAR

VERY POOR 0% 0% 0%
VERY SHORT 25% 0% 0% POOR 86% 56% 16%

SHORT 70% 83% 36% FAIR 14% 44% 34%
ADEQUATE 5% 17% 60% GOOD 0% 0% 50%

SURPLUS 0% 0% 4% EXCELLENT 0% 0% 0%

*JERSEY FRESH AVAILABILITY FOR SEPTEMBER 23, 2002

*Provided by the New Jersey State Department of Agriculture.


